Cetuximab as a single agent or in combination with chemotherapy in lung cancer.
Epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR) has become an important target in the treatment of cancer. Multiple epithelial cancers have been found to overexpress the receptor including head and neck, breast, colon, lung, prostate, kidney, ovary, brain, pancreas, and bladder. Strategies to block EGFR include development of monoclonal antibodies to EGFR, tyrosine kinase inhibitors, ligand-linked toxins, and antisense approaches. The inhibition of EGFR may lead to suppression of tumor proliferation and improve overall clinical outcome, as overexpression of the receptor has been associated with a poorer prognosis in patients with cancer. This article will focus on the monoclonal antibody cetuximab and its applications in the treatment of non-small-cell lung cancer.